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Brahmans and the non-Brahman Shudras are brought into contact
on more equal terms than elsewhere. There are neither Goswamis
or Mahants or Gurus whose influence runs side by side with
Brahmans elsewhere. The fact is that the so-called Shudras have,
under the influence of the Vaishnav saints, emancipated themselves
from the low social position assigned to them in the old writings,
and have risen to be either Kshatriyas or Vaishyas, according as
they followed the professions of war or of peace. The Shudras
and even the Pariahs—Mahars—have produced saints and poets
whose names are revered by the whole country, Brahmans included.
Even the Mahomedans lose their bigoted character under these
same moderating influences. The Hindus make common cause
with Mahomedans in their great festivals, and this feeling is
reciprocated by the Musalmans, except where influences from North
India intervene. Some Mahomendan Fakirs have been ranked with
the Hindu saints in general veneration, and there are some saints
who are venerated by both communities alike. These features of
tolerance and moderation have been developed in the course of
centuries and they constitute some of the most stable elements of
the national character.
Owing to the nature of the country, and the character of its
people and their institutions as described above, the sense of local
autonomy and independence has been developed to an extent which
prevented the country from being retained under one political
control for a long time, both under Hindu and Mahomedan rulers.
We hear of great empires in Northern and Eastern India, as also
in the Southern Peninsula, but the essential feature of political
arrangements in Maharashtra has been separatistic, and in conflict
with the long continuation of centralized power. This separatist
tendency has not prevented the people from joining together to
repel attacks from the northern invaders. Ancient traditions credit
Shaliwahan or Shatawahan with having repelled one such attack
of Scythian invaders about the commencement of the Christian
era. Another such attack was repelled six hundred years later by
another native Maharashtra ruler, the great Pulkeshi of the first
Chalukya dynasty. The country was parcelled out into small
principalities and kingdoms, and its early history, so far as it has
been preserved in inscriptions and tablets and coins, shows a
perpetual flux of power from one centre to another. Tagara,
Paithan, Badami, Malkhed, Goa, Kolhapur, Kalyani, Devgiri or
Daulatabad and other places were successively seats of the earlier
and later Chalukyas and Rashtrakutas and the Yadav kings; and
the Chalukyas, the Nalawades, and Kadmbs, the Mores, Shilhars,
the Ahirs, the Yadavs, and other clans fought for supremacy with

